ENCYCLOPEDIC DICTIONARY OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW – FROM THE ORIGINS UP UNTIL NOWADAYS
This volume is the second one of the “ENCYCLOPEDIC DICTIONARY OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW – FROM THE ORIGINS UP UNTIL NOWADAYS”, written in Romanian language. It analyses the terms with humanitarian connotation, including terms from M to Z.
This paper work, as a whole, is compiled of the backbone of science and the universal activity of the development of international relations from all over the world, from the last five thousand years. It has been inspired by the effort and the intelligence and the points of view of thousands of well-known figures in THE GALLERY OF THE GREAT HUMANISTS, from the past and from nowadays.
Because it is a dynamic paper-work, through which we have tried to shape the humanitarian phenomenon, up until the point it has been written down, now we have updated it with the last pieces of information and with the last evolutions internationally registered.
Therefore, during the evolution of the second volume, we identified some terms which answered and completed the approached issue, but from the point of view of lexicography they should have been part of the first volume (e.g. International Humanitarian Law applicable in naval war). Also, it was the case of some terms that were framed in the first volume (e.g. the cooperation between civilians and military forces), as well as the adds-on the recent events (e.g. the Mali Conflict, the Ukraine Conflict etc.), or events that have suffered some changes since the first volume appeared (e.g. the Syria Conflict). All these adjunctions were included in the Addenda.
The analysis upon international terms, that make the subject of this second volume (e.g. memorandum, treaty, protocol, recording of proceeding etc.), has been made from the point of view of the relevance and the significance that these terms have had upon the phenomenon of armed conflict.
In order to have an open view upon the terms and to make easier the identification of the subjects related to these, we have created the Name Index (particular to this volume), which makes communication with volume I possible, as well.
The whole paper work allows tracking the course of conflict phenomenon from ancient times to the present days. It is noteworthy the evolution of the ways of battle, as a result of technological and scientific progress in terms of war. It is pure coincidence the fact that we can find at the same letter one of the first weapons ever created, which is the silex, alongside the last generation weapons, such as the rocket system (see) or the satellites (see). Likewise, it allows tracking the effort that mankind has made through the development of institutions for fighting and admonishing against wars, treaties evolution etc. The main axes of the paper work rest on the international settlements specific to each historical époque in which they have been enacted. On these axes you can find the terms, the expressions and the notions identified by the authors. Each one of these elements has a particular presentation, and in order for them to be complete comprehended and bounded to the international context, they have been related to other terms, concepts or institutions through which they have become alive in the social life.  In this regard, the articles contain both internal references, such as: concordat (see), and final guidance, such as: Battle of Solferino (see) or national eliberation movements (see).
The authors’ goal was to put a reference work, a lettered work, which is accessible in an important and topical domain such as International Humanitarian Law, in readiness for the specialists, but also for the general public. Its appearance supplies for the lack of a view on the process of emergence, development and assertion of the conduct rules of armed conflict. These are a point of interest for both the military part and the national and international institutions and organizations responsible for the adoption of some measures for the protection of a category of vulnerable people. Some thousands of terms – gateways to the work’s universe – match vast presentations with brief definitions given by their significance from the point of view of their goal.
First class concepts bounded by International Humanitarian Law doctrine (definitions, principles, directions, rules, mechanisms, protection etc.) are presented according to the nowadays view upon the domain. The terms, that had an influence upon the configuration of societies that fought the wars (political institutions, military and civil organizations, conflicts that registered a change in people’s fate, crucial events etc.), are related to both the historical context and the contemporary conceptions.
In order to make easier the approach of the paper-work, the authors make available relevant tools to identify issues of interest: the Glossary, the Name Index, and the Index of the Key Words.
This work calls for reflection and analysis. If through the provided information we succeeded to answer your desire for information and to the facilitation of the International Humanitarian Law, it means that the effort of the authors achieved its purpose.
Now, at the end of this whole work, honorably, we thank you all who have been involved and made possible the appearance of the ENCYCLOPEDIC DICTIONARY OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW.
The Authors
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